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FINAL WEEK CALENDAR

Education should consist of a series of enchantments, 
each raising the individual to a higher level of awareness, 
understanding, and kinship with all living things. 

TAbLE oF CoNTENTs

Monday, June 6, 10:30aM & 2:30pM

Miss Barnum’s class play, 
“The Great Flying Ship of Ivan 

the Impossible”

Tuesday, June 7

Elsie’s class field trip to Doran 
Beach

Tuesday, June 7, 9aM To Wednesday 

June 8, 1pM

Middle-school overnight to 
Westminster Woods

Thursday, June 9

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: 
Graduation, 1pm  

VCS Carnival 2:30-5:30pm
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Girls on the Run .....................................9
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Mrs. Carter + Mrs. Montrose .......12-13
Classified & Appreciations ............... 13

ADMINISTRATIVE 
INFORMATION & 
REMINDERS
• Registration packets 

MUST be turned in by 
the last day of school, 
Thursday, June 9.

• Students entering 7th grade must have 
the required immunizations includ-
ing the DTaP booster. Personal belief 
exemptions are no longer valid. Please 
submit proof to the office prior to the 
first day of school.

• ExTEnDED caRE balances are to 
be paid in full by June 15 unless other 
arrangements have been made. 

• check Lost & Found, cubbies, and 
classrooms for all belongings. You may 
find something you didn’t even know 
was missing! Items left behind will be 
donated.

SuMMER oFFiCE houRS: 
June 10-30 varied/limited
July closed
August 1-24 varied/limited

A NOTE FROM 
REBECCA
It’s that time again, when I sit and reflect 
on the year. It usually takes me a few 
weeks to get out on paper what I want 
to say. Write, edit, oh I forgot to add, 
rewrites, I wish I would have said … 

I have been with VcS as a parent for 
twelve years and Director for eight. I 
keep thinking my feelings of awe and 
respect and love for the children, fami-
lies, and educators of VcS will start to 
wane; that with each passing year time 
will desensitize me. That I will not well 
up with tears at a graduation or festival 
or play. That with time, the beauty and 
thoughtfulness and generosity of our 
students, teachers, staff and parents will 
just become ho-hum. That I will not be 
overwhelmed with how blessed I am to 
work is such an enriching environment. 
But, what I have found instead, is that 
with every school year, I grow more and 
more attached to and amazed with this 
community and the students we have the 
pleasure of educating. 

Thank you, teachers, for your tireless 
(Continued on page 2)

Have a great summer, and 
we’ll see you back on campus 

Monday, August 29!
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efforts, your mindfulness and loving approach to helping each 
individual student thrive. and thank you for your willingness 
to guide me and trust me and tolerate me. 

Thank you to the staff. I can’t say it enough—how grateful we 
all are for your consistency, creativity, flexibility, and genuine 
love that you bring each and every day. I hope you know how 
much you are appreciated and needed. 

Thank you, parents and family members. You are the piece of 
our success that I feel is often overlooked. You are the drivers, 
the cooks (and incredible ones at that!), the lifters, the build-
ers, the artists. You are the hugs and smiles that help us get 
through the day. You make me laugh. You are the behind-the- 
scenes that keeps us whole. I visit a lot of schools—we are 
unique because of you and all that you bring. 

and thank you, students. You are why we are here. I could not 
be more proud of all of you. I see that every day you strive to 
bring your best self. You are full of life and you give us (even 
those of us that can be a bit crotchety now and again) hope. 

and thank you, Piner Olivet School District, nWP, ScOE, and 
Windsor Unified. Our new site and the new relationships have 
been a gift—open space and room to breathe! This has been a 
year of calm and settling. 

as I look to the coming year, I am excited for our next steps. 
We will welcome new families and hear stories about our 
graduates. We will support Travis as a new credentialed teach-
er, bid farewell to some, wish our best to nancy as she takes on 
the joyful challenges of full-time mom during these precious 
younger years, prep for a mural, and get the garden going to 
support a weekly lunch program. Maybe we will get chickens? 
We will prepare for the 2017-2018 school year which will 
include another classroom and we will ready ourselves to say 
goodbye to Elsie…oh the pains and joys of these unavoidable 
cycles of life! 

There is just so much to share—I know I have forgotten some-
thing. I know I will wake up in the middle of the night wishing 
I had been more eloquent. But time is running short (and 
Deneene has a deadline). I will leave you with this one last 
thing… 

I am lucky and our kids are incredible. I bow my head in grati-
tude to the entire VcS community.

FAREWELL FROM 
MRS. CARTER
Dear VcS community,

Unfortunately, I will not be returning for the 2016-
2017 school year.  Many of you know my son is now 3 
and he is embarking on his preschool years at a small, 
limited schedule, nature-based preschool.  The sched-
ule of this amazing preschool and the support that he 
(and my family) need doesn't allow for  my work here 
at the Village- even in a part time capacity.  I've felt very 
stretched this year, and really believe my students could 
benefit from a teacher that can provide a more consis-
tent presence than I currently can.   

While I won't be here in an official capacity next year, 
it's my intent to ensure that the unique aspects of the 
curriculum and the programs I've created endure 
beyond my departure.  The true success of an educa-
tional program is when it becomes larger than just one 
teacher, and it becomes a community value, as I believe 
our focus on sustainability and service learning  in the 
upper grades has become.  I also feel proud to have 
helped facilitated finding our new campus.  It's a great 
fit for our community.  

I'm not closing the chapter on the Village yet, as I can't 
imagine not working with the best administrator I've 
ever worked with (Rebecca) and the greatest co-teacher 
(andrea Montrose).  The other teachers (Malika, Bon-
nie, and Elsie) are the hardest working, most visionary 
teachers I've ever met.  Our support staff and all the 
aides are of such strong character and talent.  and caro-
lyn—how do you do it all?!? 

So you'll still see my face, volunteering my time when I 
have the capacity. 

The Village is an exceptional place—to be a teacher, 
parent, and student.  It's a safe place for these kids in a 
world that can be frightening and overwhelming.  It's 
been amazing to be a part of a community that offers 
students education from a heart-centered approach.  
This school is incredibly unique and special, and I will 
miss you all next year!  

With so much gratitude, 
nancy carter

A NotE FRoM REBECCA
(Continued from page 1)
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GRADUATION & GRADUATES

 

 

 

The Village Charter School  

8th Grade Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday, June 9, 2016 

1:00 start time 

End-of-the-year festivities to follow 

 

The VCS graduation ceremony is a very special event, not just for the graduates, but 
for our community as a whole. We invite you to attend and share in the growth and 
successes of our students. Family members and friends are encouraged to say a few 

words to their graduate! 

congratulations to our awesome graduates! We hope you take what you’ve learned here and 
share it with the world. Your VcS community will miss you and wishes you all great things. 

BRANNoN BREiNiNG  
will be going to Art Quest.

SiERRA MANDEll will be 
going to Windsor high.

JohN FAGuNDES will be 
going to Cardinal Newman.

ZAChARY SAliNGS will be 
going to Northwest Prep

SADARi SCott  
will be going to Art Quest.

NoAh MCSWEENEY 
will be going to WiSh: 
Windsor Independent Study at 
Home program, with satellite 
at the Village.
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END-OF-YEAR CARNIVAL
oNE oF thE hiGhliGhtS oF ouR YEAR, thE END-oF-SChool CARNiVAl iS 
oNlY A FEW DAYS AWAY!  For those of you new to the fun (and as a reminder to legacy families), 
here are a few logistical details about what to expect and how to prepare (and help us prepare!):

oN ouR lASt DAY oF SChool (THIS THURSDaY, JUnE 9), the Graduation for our Elders kicks off 
around 1pm.  anyone who can make it is highly encouraged to join us for our VERY SPEcIaL Graduation cer-
emony.  The carnival immediately follows Graduation (from 2:30-5:30) and is all about FUn, FUn, FUn! It's 
a great opportunity to invite family and friends to campus. There will be all sorts of games and activities, music 
and special treats (including a karaoke/talent booth, complete with keyboard, so start practicing :-).  We'll also 
be serving hot dogs and hamburgers off the grill (with vegetarian and gluten-free options, of course).  

to JoiN iN thE FuN and/or enjoy food and refreshments, kiddos, families and friends will need tickets. 
Most activities and refreshments will require one ticket (with the possibility that a few might require two) 
and meals will be available for 5 tickets.  advance tickets are available in the office now (avoid those lines! 
:-).  IF YOUR cHILDREn WILL BE In aFTERcaRE anD STaRTInG THE caRnIVaL WITHOUT 
YOU, PLEaSE STOP BY THE OFFIcE TO RESERVE YOUR TIcKETS In aDVancE.  If you can't make 
it by the office before next Thursday, please contact ashley Hamlett to make arrangements (415.819.0152 
orahamlett@villagecharterschool.com).

WE Still NEED lotS oF hElP to MAKE thE FuN hAPPEN.  PLEaSE stop by the sign-up board out-
side the office and sign-up for just one short shift at the activity of your choice (or more, if you want to have extra 
fun :-).  If you can't make it to school, feel free to contact ashley Hamlett and she can get you set for the shift that 
best suits your schedule.  We also need sweet treats for the cake walk (a perennial fave with kids and adults alike) 
and any party favors or gently used toys/books/games would also be much appreciated.  

Finally, as with all VcS events, we ask that each family bring their own plates, cups and napkins to reduce 
waste.  (There will also be plenty of space for laying out a picnic blanket, hint, hint)

Contact Ashley Hamlett with any questions.  Looking forward to some fun in the sun (and shade :-).
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YEAR-END CAMPUS CLEANUP
Last Thursday, all classes cleaned a section of campus, and we 
collected 118 pounds of trasH. Students persevered 
through hot weather and trash-picking tasks with amazing ef-
fort and a sense of fun/humor! By cleaning up our campus we 
have kept this amount of trash from flowing down storm drains 
to Peterson creek, the Russian River and the ocean. Thanks, 
everyone! Stephanie Lennox

A FINAL NOTE FROM 
THE FOUNDATION
Hello VcS community,

This has been an amazing school year, presenting us 
with some exciting and energizing changes.  It's hard 
to believe our first year in our new home is coming to a 
close.  and how fabulous it is to be in our new home.  Of 
course, being on an actual school campus, surrounded 
by ball fields and open space is such a beautiful, wel-
come change.  Our new home, with the greatly reduced 
overhead, has meant other wonderful changes, too.  
We were able to move to our new home with a smaller 
community, allowing for a smoother, simpler transition.  
We've been able to continue and even expand some of 
our terrific extra-curricular activities and environmental 
education opportunities.  We are now in a position to 
explore more staff development resources.  Providing the 
flexible and low-cost after care is less of a challenge.  But 
most importantly, we were finally able to give our incred-
ible teachers and staff a much needed and WELL-DE-
SERVED pay raise.   all this to say, that despite the cost 
savings in rent, participation in our Parent Support Pro-
gram is still cRITIcaL to our success and sustainability.

I'm happy to report that we have had another record year 
of family participation, with over 95% of our families 
making a pledge.  Thank you to everyone who has joined 
in and recognized, with financial allocations, that what 
happens here at Village is so special and worthy of a 
financial commitment.  If we receive each family's total 
amount pledged, we can reach our fundraising goals for 
the year! That means the money needed for classroom 
support, exceptional teacher-to-student ratios, curricu-
lum development and fabulous extra-curricular activi-
ties. Just as important, it means moving toward a secure 
future for our school, for our children and for genera-
tions of children to come.

It would be so wonderful to end the year on a strong 
note, ready to embrace next year full of energy and finan-
cial peace of mind. Please do what you can to fulfill your 
school pledge by the middle of this month, so we might 
wrap-up our books for the fiscal year.

Wishing everyone a summer full of joy and adventure, 
laughter and peace,

ashley Hamlett
VcS Foundation administrative Director
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MAY DAY fEsTiVAL

MISS MALIKA’S CLASS: 

CLAss REpoRT
Wow! It has been an action-packed, FUn-packed, learn-
ing-packed final few months in our K-1 class!  

We were off to a sweet start with our Valentine's day tea.  
Such a special treat for the children to serve the tea and share 
the love with family and friends. 

Our study of the rainforest began with a super-special bang:  a 
chartered bus trip to the california academy of Sciences Rain-
forest Exhibit thanks to a generous donation from nancy Le.  
Here's what alexis' mom had to say: "Thank you so much for 
the amazing field trip opportunity! I'm so glad alexis was able 
to make it today, she has played pretend "field trip" with her 
dolls every day since she found out about it :-)   and, wow! She 
had SO much to say about what she learned! From the poison-
ous skin on the strawberry dart frog, the praying mantis that 
looked like a dead leaf, all the giant fish, the different snakes, 
frogs with webbed feet, butterfly's, a teeny tiny mushroom, 
touching a starfish, she acted out how the seahorses moved 
with pedals sticking to them that looked like seaweed.... These 
were all her favorite things she went on and on about! Thanks 
again! Greatly appreciated!" 

The Rainforest unit culminated with a diorama, complete 
with their handmade favorite rainforest animals.  They shared 
these with their buddies.

May day was especially wonderful this year in in our new 
school home.
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MISS MALIKA’S CLASS (Cont.): 

CLAss REpoRT
Our Annual trip to shell Beach is always a highlight.  The smiles 
on the children's faces say it all.  They probably aren't even aware of 
how much they were learning while they had all that fun (marine 
biology, environmental science, life skills practice galore!)

For our last Buddies Time, the children reflected on the year 
and wrote about their favorite activities together creating a 
small book for each to take home.

 Tara Rooney, one of our talented parents shared her love of 
yoga under our "big tree"!

as part of a closing and transitioning of the school year. Our 
class along with the entire school worked to care for our lovely 
campus. With the help of our most dedicated garbage picker, 
Stephanie Lennox, we all collected over 100 pounds of garbage. 
What an important learning experience this was. Thank you all!

Speaking of gratitude, we had an amazing group of families 
this year that helped in SO many ways.  Huge thank you's to 
everyone who helped with centers, special activities, pictures, 
donations, driving on field trips, classroom cleaning tasks, 
laundry, flowers, smiles and just all the general support for the 
year!  and a super-dooper, fantasmic THanK YOU to Miss 
Kristen.  Having her in the classroom is such a blessing.  Wish-
ing everyone a beautiful, peaceful summer and looking forward 
to the adventures to come in the fall.
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MISS BARNUM’S CLASS:

WRAPPING UP A MARVELOUS YEAR
Singing, cooking, spelling, reading, planting in the fairy garden, being painters and pirates--there’s nothing B2’s students don’t 
accomplish without hedonistic delight! Take a look at what we’ve been up to over the last few months:

piRATE 
ChoiR MAY DAY

TALL  
ships! ART
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MISS BARNUM’S CLASS (Cont.):

GIRLS ON THE RUN
Village Charter school girls on the Run: spring season 2016
“WE BELIEVE THAT EVERY GIRL
CAN EMBRACE WHO SHE IS,
CAN DEFINE WHO SHE WANTS TO BE,
CAN RISE TO ANY CHALLENGE,
CAN CHANGE THE WORLD.
CAN.” (Girls on the Run program)

amy and I want to thank all the parents who registered their girls in this program. 
also, we want to thank all the people in our community who supported the girls 
during this season.  This was our first time coaching GOTR and it was a wonderful 
experience.  as coaches, we learned a lot from the curriculum, but mostly from your 
girls.  We think they are all great, and are well suited to deal with most of the situa-
tions they will experience at their particular ages.  There is a lot more to learn, but 
they are on the right track.  as part of the curriculum, they had to design and imple-
ment a community Project, and their ideas were beyond what we expected.  In less 
than a week they collected items to be donated to the Sonoma Humane Society. We 
visited and delivered these items in person, and they received a tour of their facilities 
by Sarai’s dad, David Kerwin, who works there, and learned a lot of the things they do 
to help the animals.  

On april 30th, they participated and completed a 5K run. It was an excellent and 
very rewarding feeling to see them put their best effort to complete the race.  Special 
thanks to all the running buddies that supported the girls in completing this chal-
lenge. and to all the girls in the VcS team… THanKS FOR YOUR EFFORT anD 
cOnTaGIOUS HaPPInESS!!!! 
Crisarlin Vazquez and Amy Strommer

CLAss pLAY: ThE gREAT fLYiNg ship of iVAN ThE iMpossibLE
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ELSIE’S CLASS: 

THE ICE BRIDGE
This year, Elsie’s 2-6th-grade class culminated the year with their 
usual fabulous class play, based on all of the ideas and concepts 
they had studied over the school year. This year, the play was 
“The Ice Bridge”: The interwoven tales of the Second Kamchatka 
Expedition led by Georg Wilhelm Steller; the migration of sever-
al large land mammals across the Ice Bridge (The Bering Strait) 
and their subsequent domestication; and some 21st century 
archaeologists making remarkable discoveries.

ACTOR BIOS

My name is FINN. I am 8 years old. I am in 
the 2nd grade. My favorite food is sushi. My 
favorite color is green. Our play is called Ice 
Bridge. My role in the play is Plenisner. He 
was a surveyor and artist on the Kamchatka 
Expedition. He sketched the medicinal plants 
that Georg Wilhelm Steller discovered. 

 My name is LEILA and I am 8 and in the 
2nd grade. My part in the play was a horse. 
My favorite line in the play was “Don’t forget 
to give them their question.” My favorite color 
is green and my favorite food is eggs. My 
favorite thing to do is play with my cat and I 
also like to play outside. 

Hi, my name is SARAI and I’m 10 years 
old and I’m in 4th grade. My favorite 
subject is history. I like animals, hiking, 
and dancing! I like eating ice cream and 
pot stickers! My favorite play is Coyote 
Dreams. You might have seen me as a 
Shaman of the West in Ice Bridge.

 My name is JALEN. I am almost finished 
with the 4th grade. I like to play soccer and 
breakdance.  My favorite subject is history. 
I love to eat pizza and eat ice cream. You 
may have seen me play Shaman of the East, 
Mongolian, and Dancer in Ice Bridge. I have 
been in lots of plays in Elsie’s class like Coy-
ote Dreams; Truth, Beauty, And Democracy; 
California Dreamin’; and Ice Bridge.

 My name is MILO MUNSON and 
I am in the 2nd grade. My favorite game of 
this year is Capture the Flag. My favorite food 
is sushi and bacon and salami. My favorite 
colors are green and black. 

 I’m BLAKE BISHOp. I was a 
diplodocus. I also did a lot of the Steller’s 
animals and the drumming.
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BELLA REYES is 11 years old and in 
5th grade and likes to cook, read, and draw. 
She also likes to pet her cat and take walks 
with her family. Her favorite foods are sushi, 
scalloped potatoes, and spaghetti. Her picture 
is a singing bowl from Tibet, one of the many 
items that Mongolia accumulated. Bella was a 
Mongolian in the play—a Shaman of the East, 
to be precise—a somewhat global culture. 

 My name is CALVIN. I am in 2nd grade. 
I like playing basketball and also like Capture 
the Flag. My favorite food is ice cream. In the 
play, I am a Shaman of the East. I check pass-
port of the animals crossing the ice bridge. 
My picture is of me on the stage. 

 My name is ANNELISE and I am in the 
4th grade. I am 10 years old. I have an older 
brother who is 17 and an older sister who is 
15. I have two dogs, two geckos, and two fish. 
I like playing Outball and Capture the Flag. 
I like to act and sing. My favorite animal 
is an otter. My favorite color is orange. My 
favorite food is watermelon. In the play, I am 
an archeologist who works at the Academy 
of Science in San Francisco. My picture is of 
the archeological dig site. 

My name is FAITH and I’m 9 years old 
an in the 2nd grade. I enjoy studying fashion, 
playing games with my teacher, spending time 
with my mom and dad and Amos and family. 
My favorite food is cheese. In the play, I am a 
Shaman of the West and a Plains Indian and a 
dog. My picture is me as a Shaman of the West 
and a dog. The Shaman of the West were very 
sad when the camel and the horse crossed the 
Ice Bridge and joined the East. Too bad for us, 
we only had the bison and the dog.

 My name is TONY and I am in the 4th 
grade and I am 9 years old. I enjoy playing bas-
ketball. My favorite food is pizza. In the play, 
I am a Plains Indian and Shaman of the West. 
My favorite color is neon green. My picture is 
when the Shaman of the West says “Oh no, not 
the Shaman of the East!”

 My name is JACKSON. I am 8 years 
old and I am in the 2nd grade. I like baseball, 
basketball, and fishing. In our play, I am a 
Shaman of the West and a goat. The goat is 
a domesticated animal that the East has, but 
the West would really need. 

 LINCOLN is 11 years old and in the 5th 
grade. Lincoln likes to eat, hang out with fam-
ily (not too big of groups) and go to his house 
and do nothing. He was a camel in the play. 

 Hi, my name is HAYDEN. I’m in the 5th 
grade. I am 11 years old! My favorite thing to do 
is camping. One of my most favorite is going to 
school—I’m not LYING! If you went to the play, 
you saw that I was the Bison with the nasty 
disposition! I hope my picture is down there 
ê, or beside me è. Any ways, I have been 
in about six plays with Elsie and when I was in 
2nd grade I asked for more lines! 

 My name is BRIGIT and I am 9 years 
old. I am a Shaman of the East in the play 
called Ice Bridge. In one scene, I was sitting 
on the ice bridge while the goat was trying to 
steal my carrot. I love playing football and my 
favorite food is pizza. My favorite animal is a 
dog, and I love the colors orange and blue.

 My name is ELSIE LENNOx, and I 
am in the 2nd grade. My favorite color is green 
and blue. I like rabbits and playing outdoors. In 
the play, I am an archeologist, and as a small 
part, I am a wolf. My favorite animal in the play 
is the bison. The bison is played by my friend 
Hayden. My picture is about the horse grazing 
in Mongolia. The play was fantastic, amazing, 
and wonderful! It was the best so far! 

 My name is ELLA. I am in 4th grade and 
10 years old. I have a strong interest in owls 
because they are really AWESOME—you can’t 
deny that! My part in the play was a Shaman 
of the West. We live on the continent of North 
America and we have an arch nemesis: The 
Shaman of the East. They are so self-ab-
sorbed! They think they they are the best and 
they are better than us. (They are, but it’s 
still rude!) They get way better costumes. I 
had to wear brown! The plainest costumes! 
The East got to wear kimonos that were my 
grandmother’s in our play. The West traded 
the horse and camel for the bison—little 
did we know that the East had just gotten 
the greatest mammals ever to evolve on our 
continent of North America. 

 My name is JO and I am in 3rd grade. 
In the play, I am a horse. My favorite part 
about the play is that I never went back-
stage. My favorite colors are black, blue, 
and green. My favorite foods are sushi, 
hamburgers, and salad. My favorite subject 
is art and I love to play 4-way Capture 
the Flag. Now I am going to talk about my 
picture! My picture is based on my part in 
the play. Like I said before, I’m a horse.

ELSIE’S CLASS: THE ICE BRIDGE pLAY (Cont.)
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MRS. CARTER + MRS. MONTROSE’S MIDDLE-SCHOOL CLASS 

END-OF-YEAR PROJECTS AND TRIPS

 My name is SKY FLORES, and in the 
play, I am a Shaman of the West, a sheep, 
and a small part as a wolf. I am in 5th grade, 
and my favorite colors are blue and green. 
My favorite animal is a wolf. I like eating 
apples and soup. The picture I drew is a 
horse. My friends Jo and Leila are the horses 
in the play. I also like to play outside and play 
with my dogs and rabbits. I like to do art and 
playing in our treehouse. I think the play was 
amazing and I hope this class does it again! 

EMILY pRELLETz is 10 years old 
and in 4th grade. She likes to write stories 
and act. Her picture is the dog (Faith). 
Emily’s role in the play is a Shaman of the 
West, and Plains Indian. The Shaman of the 
West only got the American Bison, while the 
Shaman of the East got five large domes-
ticated mammals: The horse, the goat, the 
camel, the sheep, and the dog.

I am CRISTIAN COLON- 
VAzqUEz and I am in 5th grade. I am 
10 years old. My favorite sport is baseball. 
My favorite color is red. My favorite food is 
cheese pizza. My picture is the Saint Peter, 
the boat Steller was in when he was traveling 
from Kamchatka to Alaska. In the play, I am 
Steller. He was in the second Kamchatka 
Expedition. It took him ten years to get there, 
but he only studied it for ten hours. In those 
ten hours, he named the: Steller’s Sea Eagle, 
Jay, Albatross, Sculpin, Sea Lion, Eider, and 
Sea Cow.

 LILYANA is 8 and in the 2nd grade and 
likes to cook, do props, and read. The picture 
is some of the things in the play.

ELSIE’S CLASS: THE ICE BRIDGE pLAY (Cont.)

BioMiMiCRY SCiENCE FAiR
The middle-school students learned about adaptations of plants and animals, studied natural selection and the basics of evolu-
tion, and then explored the relatively new branch of science, Biomimicry.  Biomimicry is an approach to innovation that seeks 
sustainable solutions to human challenges by emulating nature’s time-tested patterns and strategies. ( Janine Benyus).  Students 
created a 3D model of their own innovation inspired by nature.  Some examples of student projects were: armadillo armor, 
building with materials designed like porcupine quills, a thin needle inspired by mosquito anatomy for diabetics, owl talon 
strength, and a cO2 powered car.  
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PEtERSoN CREEK StuDY With 
StEPhANiE lENNox
We are so fortunate to have had the opportunity to have 
Stephanie Lennox teach our students about how to measure 
the health of our adopted waterway.  Stephanie led students 
on how to measure turbidity, pH, dissolved Oxygen, and other 
determining factors of waterway health.  It was amazing to 
have an opportunity to perform a scientific inquiry where our 
results helped the city of Santa Rosa monitor water quality.  
Thank you so much, Stephanie!  

PEtAluMA 
RiVER tRiP
During our trip, we did 
similar tests on the water that 
we performed with Stephanie 
Lennox on Peterson creek. 
The water in the Petaluma 
River is brackish and with a 
stronger flow as experienced 
by the students as we trav-
elled back to the dock in our 
row boats against the stream!

MRS. CARTER + MRS. MONTROSE’S MIDDLE-SCHOOL CLASS 

END-OF-YEAR PROJECTS AND TRIPS

StuDENt ARtWoRK
The artwork shown here comes from three different projects: 
shadows or silhouettes next to the positive image, three per-
spectives of a particular animal, and a grid drawing of Rosa 
Parks for Black History Month.

CoMPoSt
Students were excited to 
see the process of decom-
position in action with 
the first round of our own 
Village compost made 
solely from our lunch 
waste!  We had enough 
of our own compost to 
amend 3 of our garden 
rows and prepare them 
for summer planting!

Raina Sytgar

Emily Sailings

John Fegundes Whole Middle School Class
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SUMMER COURSES
Travis robbins, from the 
middle school classroom, 
will be teaching a series of 
summer courses on engi-
neering and architecture 
using Lego brick projects. 
For more information, 
feel free to email him at 
trobbins@bricks4kidz.com 
or see www.bricks4kidz.
com/california-northbay

TUTOR NEEDED
Gabi hebert needs a tutor 
this summer to work on 
reading and math.  2-3 days 
a week.  no more than 1 hour 
at a time (45 min seems to 
work best for her).  We need 
it to be in the Guerneville 
area, but days/times are 
flexible.  I would consider a 
responsible high school stu-
dent to tutor her.  If interest-
ed, please contact Tiffany at 
majesticredwood@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Village Charter School • 2590 Piner Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 • 707-524-2848 • villagecharterschool.net
[ The Village Charter school admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. ]

APPRECIATIONS

If you have an appreciation you’d like to express in the Voices, please submit 
them to deneene.bell@gmail.com, or drop a note in the office!

This has been a wonderful year at our new school site! I am astonished 
and delighted every day by the diversity of education taking place on 
this campus, from our unique and nurturing Village community to 
the precious SCOE students and their dedicated teachers and aides 
to the busy preschool classrooms to the hardworking Northwest Prep 
students, teachers and staff. I feel very lucky to be part of it all! I look 
forward to an even better year to come! - Robin (RSP Teacher)

Dear Rebecca, teachers, and families: Thank you for welcoming Noah 
for Village activities this year. We are so grateful for this wonderful 
community that Noah has grown up in. We so appreciate being part of 
the Village and could not have managed these last few years without 
this support! xo Mary Ellen, Brian, and Noah

A HUGE THANK YOU and SHOUT OUT to Stephanie Lennox for 
EVERYTHING she does to support our mission of environmental ed-
ucation and stewardship.  Our community is so, so lucky to have you! 
- Your Grateful and Loving Community

A BIG THANK YOU to all parents and volunteers who, with their 
dedication and presence, become Village kids’ teachers, mentors, and 
coaches.  Thank you for providing so many fun experiences where kids 
find and cultivate interests and talents. - Claudia Leiva

Rebecca, WE are lucky and YOU are incredible. We bow our heads back 
to you in gratitude for all that you do, which is limitless and with such a 
wonderful, open heart. You are our mentor, guide and friend and we all 
appreciate you so much! -  Your Grateful and Loving Community


